
Learn.	
  
The bulk of bees in the United States 

are non-commercial solitary 
pollinators, who do not create hives 

like the widely recognized honey 
bee. Approximately 30% of bee 

species, like the Mason Bee, create 
nests from old logs, and other 

hollowed stems as well as in the 
ground. Another 70% of species, 
like Digger Bees, build nests into 

the ground. 

In the United States, 4,000 Bee 
species comprise the largest group 
of pollinators and therefore have the 
greatest impact on agricultural and 

natural ecosystems. In recent years, 
populations of native bees have 

greatly reduced. To stop this 
devastating trend, you can help! 

Nesting Habitats
A How To Guide 

Find us on Facebook: 

PollinaTerps is a collective group of 
University of Maryland (UMD) 
students, staff, faculty, local 

scientists, and local community 
members working to build a bee 

friendly community through 
research, education, habitat 

creation and preservation. UMD 
partners include the UMD 

Department of Entomology, the 
campus Arboretum, Dining 
Services, and Extension. 
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Mason Bee Building Nest  
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  Credit:	
  hhttp://www.seattlemet.com/home-­‐and-­‐
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Build.	
  Install.	
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Step 1: Find a Wood Block 
• At least 5” W - 8” L - 5” D   
• Not Chemically Treated 

 
Step 2: Drill a Series of Smooth 
Holes  

• May be a variety of sizes  
• Diameter: 3/32”- 3/36” 
• Depth: 4”- 6” 

 
Step 3: Mount 3’- 5’ high  

• On a Tree or Pole 
• Southeast Facing Position 
• Near source of food/water 

 
Step 4: Observe and Enjoy!  

 
Attracts: Mason Bees in early 

Spring 
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Alternatives. 
Ground Nests: 
 Clear a flat, dry patch of ground 

• Check for proper drainage 
• South/Southeast Position 

 
Attracts: Digger Bees in Spring  

 
Old Logs:   
 Find Hollowed Dry Log  

• Place South/Southeast 
Position 

 
Attracts: Leaf-Cutter Bees in late 

Spring 

Make. Install. Nesting Block.  
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Mounted Nesting Box  

Old Log Nesting  

Female Digger Bee & Nest 
Photo	
  Credit:	
  

http://cesanjoaquin.ucanr.edu/?blogtag=digger
%20bees&blogasset=28896	
  

	
  


